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College Readiness - Math 
ACT Benchmark that students have 50% chance of 

obtaining a B or higher and 75% chance of obtaining a C 
or higher is credit-bearing first-year college courses. 
22 

Current UA placements from ACT 
0-17 Math 005 
18-23 Math 100 or 110 
24-28 Math 112 
29  Math 115 
30-36 Math 121 or 125 

 
 



What is the ACT? 
Designed to measure college readiness 
The ACT Mathematics Test is a 60-
question, 60-minute test designed to 
assess the mathematical skills students 
have typically acquired in courses taken up 
to the beginning of grade 12. 
 



How are the ASPIRE and the ACT 
related? 

Based on ACT College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
http://www.act.org/standard/planact/math/ 
Designed to measure a trajectory 

http://www.act.org/standard/planact/math/


What is the purpose of 
standardized testing? 

Creates way to compare students/groups 
Provides feedback from outside 
perspective 
Two main categories 
Norm Referenced 
Criterion Referenced 
 



What do scores on 
standardized tests mean? 
What does readiness mean? 
Growth 
Predictions 
Measurement error 
 
 



How does the ASPIRE relate to the 
Alabama CCRS? 

 



What does the ASPIRE look like? 



ASPIRE Scale Scores 
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What do the ASPIRE reports look 
like? 
We will only look at the math portion. 
 Details can be found at 
http://act.org/aap/alabama/aspire.html 
http://www.discoveractaspire.org/ 
 
 

http://act.org/aap/alabama/aspire.html
http://www.discoveractaspire.org/


Grade 5 Individual Sample 



Grade 9 Individual Sample 





Grade 9 Individual Sample 





Grade 5 Class Sample 



Grade 5 Class Sample 





Grade 5 Class Sample 





Grade 5 Class Sample 







How do we use the information 
from the ASPIRE to improve 
teaching and learning? 

 



Thank you 

Jim Gleason 
jgleason@ua.edu 
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